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From Winifred Goldring

Slingerlands, N.Y.

GREY HISTORY

October, 1948


So far as we know grandfather was not entitled through any

inheritance to use of the Rob Roy Plaid.  He used it because he

liked it and was a large man.  He was the first chieftain of the 

Caledonians,  now included in the St Andrew Society of Albany, and his full

length picture is on the old banner


We are entitled to a plaid through the Kerrs.  The plaid is 

blue, green and red vertical crossed by gray horizontally with two

or three black lines, in groups, crossing horizontally and vertically.

It is a very pretty plaid.  According to Bain (on Tartans), tradi-

tionally the Kerrs were of Anglo-Norman origin and descended from 

two brothers who settled in Roxburgh in the 14th Century: but it is 

also claimed that the name is derived from a Celtic word meaning

strengh.  One of the Kers of Cressford (Crossford) became Earl of Roxburgh in

1637 (1657).  Another Ker became Earl of Lothian on 1606 and in 1701 the 

title became Marguess of Lothian.  The names Ker, Kerr and Carr were

common on the Borders.  The Kerrs are numerous in Arran.

Grace Kerr married out great-great-grandfather,  Willam Gray,

whose son William married our great grandmother Frances Orange (I

have seen the spelling Orrange)  who was born in 1791.  This William

is understood to have changed the spelling of the name to Grey when 

he came into northern Egland to agree with the English spelling.  

Whether the name was derived originally from the Le Gra(?) no one knows.

There is a tradition that a Huguenot who fled into Scotland married

one of our ancestors.  This may be the source of the tradition con-

cerning the origin of the name; but Gray is a common Scotch name.

Grandfather was born just over the border in England where his father

was working at the time.  His claim to have been born in Edinburgh was,

according to Auntie Grace, denied by his mother after she came to

America.  “Do I na ken wher you were born?”  was her remark.  A

William Gray has a lot in the Rural Cemetery next to grandfather’s.

He claimed relationship which grandfather denied,  but there is every

reason to think the name should be “Gray”.


Grace Kerr had a brother Walter, our great, great uncle, who

fought in the British navy in the Revolutionary War.  Walter was one

of the Black Kerrs.  Grace Kerr was supposed to have a violent temper

and /not inconsiderable one came in on the Gray side too, according to

all reports.  



Grandfather’s mother was Frances Orange, who was born in Scot-

land and was brought up by her father’s sister, Aunt Pringle,  since 

her mother died at birth or shortly after.  She had an older sister

Jane (Jennie) who was brought up by another aunt, we believe on the 

mother’s side.   Her mother was Mary Melrose.  There was a cousin by 

the name of Woodhouse, apparently fairly well-to-do we think on the

mother’s side, and may have been the family who took Jennie.    Pringle

had a farm and raised sheep – apparently a well-to-do farmer.  Frances

Orange Pringle was well educated and was being trained to marry a Presbyterian

minister, an older man, but she eloped with William Gray and was

married at Gretna Green.   Aunt Pringle finally forgave her and each

year sent her linens for herself, children and household, so that Gray
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did not even have to buy her a shirt for many, many years.  She did 

not, however, get her mother’s chest full of clothing, silks, etc.,

which should have come to her but was witheld because of her marriage.

The husband of Frances Orange was apparently also very “touchy” and 

packed up and moved to another place if he thought he had been slighted.

He was a gardener, and apparently a good one as he never failed to get

a positon.


Frances Orange Gray had six daughters before William, our 

grandfather, was born.  They were Sarah, Grace, Barbara, Susan, Ann

Elizabeth.  After William came Robert, then Jane.  Whether there were 

others between Robert and Jane or after Jane, we do not know.  Grand-

father sent money to his mother, before our grandmother died, to come

to America first cabin.  Instead the old lady came steerage and 

brought with her her daughter Jane, her son Robert and his wife.

Robert was supposed to have weak lungs, died of pnemonia, and is 

buried in the Grey(Gray?) lot in the Rural Cemetery, as also is Frances Orange

Grey.  Jane was badly burned as a child and as a result was rather

peculiar.  She was sent back home.  Robert’s wife went back after his death.


Frances Orange’s father’s name was Sandy.  After the death of 

his wife he joined the army and was killed in India at the seige of 

the fort at Seringapatam, an old city in 1792.  Her uncle, Benjamin

Orange, fought in the Napoleonic Wars and died in a French Prison.


Of most of grandfather’s sisters we have no record. Grace

married a Boag, apparently of good family, and they went to Australia.

She had a daughter Ellen (Nellie) who married a sea captain by the 

name of Attridge.  The Captain, Ellen and their daughter visited at

Grandfather’s many, many years ago when cousin Maria was a small girl.

She remembers going through the Capitol with them.  Mrs. Attridge died

at sea of consumption and is burried in California.  Her daughter and 

son were sent back to his people in Ireland, and we know nothing 

further of them.


Barbara sailed for Australia to join her sister Grace.  On the

boat she met the son of a minister, by the name of Hendron (we under-

stand), who was going the gold field, whom she married.  She never

went to Grace’s at all and therefore never delivered the “treasures”

Frances Orange Grey was sending to her daughter Grace.  Barbara had 

eleven children before Hendron died, where boys or girls or both 

we do not know.  The widow, left with eleven children, married a 

sheep rancher by the name of Jones (believe it or not).



Our grandfather’s first wife, our grandmother, Mary Turner, who

was an Armstrong of the border Armstrong’s on her mother’s side, was

born in Carlisle, just over the border in north England to the best

of our knowledge.  Grandfather had ten children.  They were in

descending order: Benjamin, Walter, Grace (m. Greasman who divorced her) (all born in England),

William, Franklin, Joseph, Mary*, Robert**, George and Willam Franklin

who died at birth and was buried in the same coffin with his mother.

* Mary `Aunt Polly` =  Winifred Goldring’s mother
** Robert Melrose Grey = 4 daughters Frances, Harry, Mable and Flora.
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William and Franklin died in Connecticut after the family returned

from the west.  Grandfather went west in a covered wagon in 1853 

when Aunt Grace was three years old and William was a baby in arms.

Grandfather expected to start a nursery in Iowa on the Missisippi

river where on of the large cities now stands, we think Dubuque.

The man who was expecting to send material failed to do so and grand-

father logged on the river.  Grandmother cried all the time, wolves

howled around the door, Indians came and knocked on the door and 

Grandfather only came home every other week, everything was unsatis-

factory, so in 1855 grandfather borrowed money and came back East-

to Connecticut where he worked for a man by the name of Norton.

According to Aunt Grace they ate nothing but bread and molasses 

until the borrowed money was paid back.  Grandfather and grandmother

had tea on Sunday as a special treat.  Grandfather came from Connecti-

cut and worked for General Rathbone in Albany.  He went to Kenwood 

to take charge of Corning greenhouses and gardens sometime before 

1860, because mother was born there on April 21, 1860.  Grandfather

remained there until the time of his death in November 1897.


Of his children, Walter and Benjamin fought in the Civil War,

Walter in the navy (14-15 years old) and Benjamin in the army

(16+ years). Walter died in his twenties of yellow fever in South

America where he went with Robert.  Joseph died in Canada in his 

middle twenties; buried in Rural Cemetery.  Benjamin died in Malden,

Mass. March 1908(1900?); George in Albany in 1929. Robert died August 13, 

1948; Grace died in September 23, 1948.  Mary is the sole survivor of

the original family, October 1948.


After the death of his first wife in 1868, grandfather married 

Maria Turner Nixon, his wife’s niece, which unfortunately spoiled the 

family home life and the children all scattered as soon as possible.

The Bells are issue of another sister of Mary Turner Grey, Martha

Turner Bell.  She married in England and came to this country with 

two sons, Thomas Hector and Benjamin (named for our grandmother’s 

brother, as far as we know).  Benjamin Bell died of consumption.

Thomas Hector Bell married Louie Robinson and they had three children,

Earnest, Edith and Florence Bell.  Edith married a doctor who once lived

around Poughkeepseie and, we think is now living in the Capitol District.

Florence is married and lives in Albany (Mrs. Myron Canaday).  Earnest

married a girl from northern New York Katharine               ? .  He

died two years ago.  They have no children. Florence has two or three

children.  Hector Bell died about 11 or 12 years ago.   Benjamin Grey

marrried Harriet Oliver.  They had six children, Mary Grey (Dolly), 

William, Walter, Benjamin, Harriet, Grace.  The three boys died of 

diptheria (1880?) before Harriet was born (1882).  Grace married Jack (John Gerald)

and had a daughter Pauline (Polly) who married Case of Watertown and 

they have one son Nelson.  Grace died about four years ago (May 1938?).  Dolly

married John White of Pittsfield, who died in 1918.  Harriet married

John Hinds.

Grace Grey Gleasman had two children, David who died as a baby 

and Maria Grey.
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Robert Melrose Grey married Hedda Sofia Neilodotter(?) Nelson.  They had four 

children Frances Orange. Hedda, Mable and Flora (Jemmie).  Frances

married John Cunningham.  They have three living children, Robert, 

James, Genevieve – all married.  Hedda married Thomas Spiller. They 

have one son.


Mary Grey Goldring had nine children,  Mary, who died at six

months, Esther, Marjorie, Winifred, Grace, Katherine, Joyce, Janet,

Fredrick, Jr. Marjorie died in 1938.  Esther married Romain B.

Ostrander of New York, now of Cincinnati.  They have three children,

Raymond F., Donald and Mary Grey.  Raymond married Mary Devance of Cincinnati

and has two children Patricia Ann and Michael Martin.  Grace married

Clarence E Ostrender of Albany.  They have two children, Dorothy and

Robert.    Dorothy married Robert L. Hallenbeck.  They have two children

David Charles and James Edward.  Fredrick Junior married Marion(?)

Wallace of Albany.  They have two children, George Geoffrey and Susan 

Elizabeth.  Frederick Goldring Senior died January 1943.

Remainder in hand writing, prior to this was in type:

In 1787 the Border families were described as clans and 

had chieftains and also plaids.  I omitted the Armstrong 

plaid, which is blue and green vertical (alternating), crossed

by black and green horizontal (alternating).  The green both

horizontal and vertical has two closely parallel black lines

running through it – the blue the same, but fainter black lines.

A strong red line crosses the blue areas horizontally

and vertically, forming large squares.


Tradition says the progenitor of the clan was Fairboring(?)

an armour bearer of the king of Scotland, who saved the

king’s life in battle and set upon his own horse

(the king’s having been killed).  For this he was given the name

Armstrong and granted lands on the Border.  The family

crest records the incident.


The Armstrongs were a numerous and turbulent

clan and held lands along the Borders, but chiefly

in Liddesdale(?), where  their power was unquestionable.

They were always at war with the Scottish Kings until

James VI obtained the upper hand of them. 

Compiled by Winifred Goldring


With assistance of Katharine G. 

and Maria Grey Gleasman

Action Item Tracking

	#
	Reference
	Person/Relative
	Method of Research

	1.
	Page 1, Referenct to “St Andrew Society of Albany”
	William Grey son of William and Frances Orange
	General Research
Contact the organization:

http://www.chicago-scots.org/clubs/History/Newsletters/April99-1.htm

	2.
	Page 1, Grandfather was born just over the border in England 
	William Grey, Married to Mary Turner
	England Vital Records

U.K. Based Researcher

	3.
	Page 1, Walter, our great, great uncle, who

fought in the British navy in the Revolutionary War
	William Kerr
	War Records
Clive Martin
British Historians

	4.
	Page 1, Frances Orange was born in Scotland
	Frances Orange’s Born 1791

And 

William Grey’s 

Ancestors.


	Grant MacDonald

Scotland Vital Records

	5.
	Page 2, Frances Orange sailed to America
	Frances Orange Born 1791
	Immigration and Naturalization Services
G-639, Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act Request

http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/graphics/formsfee/forms/g-639.htm



	
	
	
	Ellis Island Records www.ellisisland.org


	6.
	Page 2, Frances Orange was buried in Rural Cemetary
	Frances Orange Born 1791
	Ask Elliot, Bill and Sheila
Internet research
Review Bible Pages 

	7.
	Page 2,  Frances Orange’s father’s name was Sandy.  After the death of 

his wife he joined the army and was killed in India at the seigh of 

the fort at Seringapatam, an old city in 1792.  
	Sandy Orange
	War Records
Clive Martin
British Historians

	8.
	Page 2, Mrs. (Ellen) Attridge died at sea of consumption and is burried in California.  
	Mrs Ellen (Boag) Attridge


	California Vital Records

	9.
	Page 2, Our grandfather’s first wife, our grandmother, Mary Turner, who

was an Armstrong of the border Armstrong’s on her mother’s side, was

born in Carlisle, just over the border in north England
	Mary Turner
	England Vital Records

U.K. Based Researcher

	10.
	Page 3, Grandfather remained there (Albany, Kenwood New York) until the time of his death in November 1897.
	William Grey son of William and Frances Orange
	Vital Records New York.

	11.
	Page 3, Walter and Benjamin fought in the Civil War,

Walter in the navy (14-15 years old) and Benjamin in the army

(16+ years). 
	Walter and Benjamin 
	

	12.
	Page 3
	
	Uncle Jim of Weymouth tells (May 2004) a story of one brother being eaten by canibals.  This may be a retelling of this story.
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Accourding to Uncle Bill Cormack, Genevieve said that they stayed in Denver Colorado for 3 years.  If they had stayed another two years the real estate they owned would have been worth a fortune as it became what is now downtown Denver.
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