Letter – no date no “to” or “from” starts out: “My mother never…”

Tanscribed: November 16, 2004 by Paul Campanis

My mother never went back to Up Grenna Sweden as her mother Marguereta - died and her father, Niel Gustafsen – married again.  Her sister was a veterinarian of sorts -  Sophia Gustafsdotter on their farm of 50 head of cattle.  The sons were called son of Gustaf ??? or I art the daughters Nielsdotter or daughter, but in America they all became “Nelson”, “Svenson” or Johnson according.

Robert & Hedda went to Minneapolis in 1896 with four daughters to superintend -the Estate of Mr Mendenhall a Quaker - we went to school on foot except if the snow was too bad,  when we used snow shoes or got a ride in a hg (heavy goods) truck (under horse blanket) drawn by for huge horses from there we returned to New Jersey - where most every one spoke German.  The neighbors were German & one son was Fannnie my sisters violin teacher.   This family made wax fruit and flowers for sale, popular at that time.  Then we went to North Easton Mass to the Oliver Ames Estate – from where in 1903 we went to Cuba sent from Harvard and Mr Edwin ??? F. Adkins to his estate, Soledad Cienfuegos Cuba, to start a botanical Garden, which became famous in many countries.  Dad received many honors, including the Myers Medal – Cuban Medal for raising seedlings, canes and many other things.   The Cuban government used Dad’s weather and rain reports to start building a huge damm in the hills of Cummaiagua.

Dad and Mama died in Cuba but we brought their remains to New Hampshire – before the second world war – where they are with Fan & John “Pinkie’s father and mother” in Antrim.  Fan married John Paul (Patrick) Cunningham - had 4 children – Bob, Jim, Genevieve and Patricia (who died of Polio).  Bob married Mae Meuse.  They had two sons – Robert who married Charlene ??? (Merritt) and had 3 children – James who married Grace a beautiful girl no children James married a Brazilian girl and they had one daughter Patricia, who is a specialist in oceanography.  Pinky who married William Banes (Bain) Cormack from Wick Scotland.  They had three children William in Brazil.  John Elliot married to Dale three children – Sheila married to a Greek decendant Paul. They had two children Laura and Paul Jr.
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