Letter – no date no “to” or “from” starts out: “Born in Scotland…”


Believe to be written by Aunt Mable to Laura Campanis.

Transcribed: November 16, 2004 by Paul Campanis

Born in Scotland

William Grey married Frances Orange Born 1791 Died 1883.  

Had two sons William Grey and (Walter Grey, died in infancy)

This William was born in February 1828 just over the border from Scotland in England where his father was working at the time.   This William our grandfather granpa Grey married Mary Turner who was born in Carlisle England.  They sailed from England in the Spring of 1851 with three young children -  to Connecticutt.  In 1853 they went West in a covered wagon to a place on the Mississippi river where Grandpa was to start a Botanical Garden (he was trained at Kew Gardens London)   The people who were to pay for the gardens etc never did, so Grandpa went to work logging on the river.  He was 6 ft 3 in tall strong as an ox.  His wife and children lived in a log cabin but what with Indians and wolves became so scared the family moved back to Kenwood N.Y.  he worked as superintendant of the Corning Estate around 1860.  They had ten children in all – Benjamin, Walter, Grace (all three born in England) William, Franklin, Joseph, Mary, Robert, George and William Franklin who died at birth and was buried in the same coffin with his mother in the Albany Rural Cemetary in 1868.  

After the death of our grandmother grandfather married Maria Turner – Nixon – his deceased wifes niece.  After his death our step grandmother married John White of Pittsfield Mass. She died in the early 1900 and he marrried uncle Ben’s daughter Dolly Grey.  Of course none of the 10 children are living to-day.

Benjamin at 16 ½ fought in the army in the Civil War.  Later he married Harriet Oliver whom we called aunt Hattie.  They had 3 sons and 3 daughters.  The boys died of Diptheria in infancy. The girls were Mary (called Dolly) Grace and Harriet – were living when he died in 1903.  All are now decesed.  Grace married John Fitzgerald and left one daughter Pauline who married a Carson Case – and lives in Alexandria Bay New York.  Dolly married Mr White.  Hattie never married was a brilliant pianist.  Grandpa’s son Walter fought in the Civil War along the “Spanish Maine”.   He (20 yrs) and my father (18 yrs) went to South America hunting for orchids.   Walter died there of yellow fever and Dad almost did.  The Indians cured Dad with a tea made of Quasi bark steaped in water from a hot spring!!  This bark is what Quinine is made from!!!

Aunt Grace married Aaron Gleasman - & had one daughter Maria Grey Gleaseman who died in 1971 aged 94 years.  

One son 
David died in infancy

William died in infancy

Franklin died in infancy

Joseph died in Canada of pneumonia at age 25 and is buried in Albany Rural Cemetary.

William’s daughter Mary married Frederick Goldring in 1881 who came to America from Kew Gardens London Eng.  in 1879 - to work as orchid Grower on the Corning Estate in Albany New York.  The Goldrings had nine children.  They were Mary (who died at 6 months), Esther, Marjorie, Winifred, Grace, Katherine, Joyce, Janet and Fredrick Junior (Ted) – Janet and Joyce are the only ones living.  Mary Goldring died age 89 in 1949 and Fred in 1943 age 86.


Robert Melrose Grey – ,our father, married Hedda Neilsdotter anglisized to Nelson – who came over from Up Grenna Sweeden (where her father (Niels. Gustafsen) had a farm with 50 head of cattle and sheep and whos sister was a veterinarian of sorts).  His first wife died and mother came to visit [and never went back] her brother and his wife, Anna.  John had a coal, wood and Ice business with 5 trucks & 12 Clydesdale horses in New York & a farm in Vineland New Jersey.


Dad and Mama were married in Malden at Dad’s brother Benjamin’s house in Malden where two of their daughters Frances Orange Grey (who married John Cunningham), Hedda Sofia Grey (who married William Leonard)  were born.  Dad was working at a Botanical Garden there.  From Malden the family went to Pittsburg Penn.  Where I was born July 21 – 1890.

Mama says we lived high on a hill overlooking the joining of two rivers, which flooded and killed many humans and animals – the Monong-ila (Monongahila) and the Alleghany rivers.  

From Penn we went to New Jersey where my sister Flora Marguerita was born.  We call her Jim.  She married Thomas Dupre (Dupree) Spiller – son of a plantation owner in Baton Rouge Lousiana whom she met in Cuba.  They had one son whom we call T.D. and a daughter who died in infancy.  Tom and Jim were in Cuba on a plantation where he was chemist.   When they moved to Oriente  Prov. Cuba where he was overseer of two Sugar Estates.

My sister Frances whom we called Fannie married John Paul (Patrick) Cunningham her High School sweet heart.   When she came up north with Hedda to go to a business school.  Fan and John had four children – Robert Grey Cunningham married Mae Muse [Izamay (Mae) Emilie Meuse] of Nova Scotia.   They had two sons Robert [Grey Jr. ] -married (Charlene Wilma Merritt)  have 3 children two boys and a girl  (Robert Grey III,  Jamie Merritt, Terrence Meuse). James (Meuse) Grace (Mary) Palumbo no children.  James was stationed at Ie Shima 1965-66 (Island off of Okinawa)
James Hugh Cunningham married Maria Teresa Montero.  They have one daughter Patricia Maria Teresa who is an oceanographer & goes on ships to sea with many students.  James was in the calvary.  

Genevieve Elizabeth Cunningham we call her Pinkie married William Bane (Bain) Cormack of Wick Scotland whom she met when visiting her aunt and uncle the Leonards in Soledad Cienfuego Cuba.  Fan’s fourth child a girl Patricia 1909 to 1911 (1907 to 1909) died of Polio (spinal menangitis ?).  Hedda or “Harry” as we call her married William Edward Leonard of Belmont Mass – an agriculturist grad of Amherst sent down by the owners of The Estate to Soledad.  He later became administrator of the whole Estate - sugar cane and cattle.  He lost one eye to glaucoma and came North where he later passed away.  He had a farm up in Antrim New Hampshire.  Harry lives with Pinkie in Peterborough N.H. and is 92 years old.

Mable married William Wares of Edinburgh Scotland Engineer at Soledad.  Father on the police force - 

________________ married Mary Baikie McKenzie from Wick Scotland they had six children William, Donald, Alexander (who was given the Distinguished Service Medal – called D.S.0 by the present Queen for “services rendered” in Egypt). He married Elizabeth  ______________ daughter of a Capt. of the Cunard Line - no children.  She is now living in Lullard (or Gullard or Tullane) Scotland a widow.  Donald married Margaret (we called her Meg) no children – both deceased.  

Margaret Baikie Wares married Mathew Murray son of an army officer - no children – Mathew deceased.

George Wares married Elizabeth __________ two children Aileen married to George Fraser, living in Australia.  Rose Mary married Ronald McCleod – one daughter sheila – still in school.

John Wares married Gertrude _____________– one son Michael married Margaret.  a son & daughter and one on the way.  

Dear Laura I hope you can read this.  Bob Cunningham has said that he will give us the family of the Cunninghams and Mae Meuse his wifes family.  Many good wishes to you all. If you type write will you make a copy of this & return this to me?  

Affectionately Mable.

Robert Grey Cunningham  (born in Cuba)  married Mae Muse - had two sons Robert (wife Charlene)  and James (wife Grace).  James Hugh Cunningham married to a Brazilian lovely girl – (daughter of an army officer).  Maria Teresa had one daughter Patricia, working as an Oceanography – goes to sea with groups of students -   Have a small farm in the hills for coffee etc.  

And Genevieve Elizabeth who married a boy from Wick Scotland - whom she met when she came to Cuba to visit her Aunt Harriet Leonard.  They had three children.  William Bane Cormack married to a girl called Marylin – with whom he had two children a girl Janie and a son William Jr. – Billy senior was married three times.  His first wife died – american. His second Brazilian became mental & is in a home – in Brazil  divorced & his present wife is a lovely person.  

John Elliot married to Dale and have three lovely children.   Bruce, Pamela and Neil.  Elloit is employed in the Deaconess Hospital on the heart machine.  

And Sheila Campanis our dear neice married to a charming gentleman of Greek extraction,  Paul Campanis.  They have two lovely children – Laura and Paul Jr. 

I married a Scott from Edinburgh Scotland named William Wares, who came out as an Engineer to Central Soledad.  He later went down the Island to San German Oriente Prov as  Assistant chief engineer.  When the Chief Eng. of Soledad Mr Waterman died Willy was offered the job so we returned to Soledad.  Later he was made vice president of the company.  We stayed there til 1961 when due to Fidel Castro and the Communists, we left.  We left a 10 room furnished house full of our furniture, carpets, light fixtures, silver – and air conditioned auto – bank acc. we were only allowed $5.00 ea.  I was taken to a room where a negress made me undress to see if I was taking anything away.  Outside the door was an armed guard.   We’ve been living at hotel commander in Cambridge ever since.  

