Letter from Robert Grey to Mable Grey December 5, 1933

Written on Harvard University Stationary

Tanscribed: November 16, 2004 by Jim Cunningham and Paul Campanis

Dear Mable:

It was very thought full of you to send me that nice postal card and it was much appreciated.

I have just arrived home from breakfasting at the Harvard house.   I have been eating and sleeping there since I retured to Soledad and have sent about all the food over from here except bread and potatoes.  We have bean soup for breakfast and dinner one day and garbanzo soup for the two meals the following day, but , it is fair although a bit watery.   The rest of the meal is substantial and good and not too highly flovored.   And for dessert we have prunes one night and prunes in gello the next one or flan, good, but nothing like Mams’ cooking and I will be glad when  I can eat at home and Mam gets back.

So far as anything political is concerned,  Soledad and vincinity is quiet.  We hear of little conflicts amoung the various factions of the government or and odd bombing here and there in the papers but noone here has been molested and you might all have been home.  But the “Out” faction is trying to make it hot for the Graw? Folks, and threaten to raise all kinds of trouble everywhere in a few days, to cause intervention if he doesn’t get out.  And if  they succeed, there may be (over) 

Serious trouble in towns and in the American Ingenios and cane fields for a few days,  which might prove serious in all parts of the Island, as the Batiste army in that case would again be disbanded.  You never can tell what would happen in that case.  I hope the affairs may gradually settle, so you can all return.

Bill has gone to ?Gavilan? today and Willie has about completed his mill work for crop time.   I suppoose Reis will be here tomorrow, and Bain is getting out the monthly balance, so the work goes on as usual and nothing new to write about.  I generally go over to Soledad every night to see the boys pitch horseshoes, but have plenty of work during the day in the garden and I am getting out a new catalog of plants.

The garden is looking fine and everything has made fine grouth during the summer.  The weather is dry and we have to water all of the young plants as usual in winter.  The weather is fine and cool and we had a little shower last night.

Antonio has taken good care of the chickens duing the summer and didn’t lose one so they are all eating their heads off and not laying an egg.  I’m trying to fatten them up.  So they will fine for the table by the time you all get back.  And if nothing happens I suppose you will all be home soon which is my sincere wish.  

Best love to you all. We are all well here. 





Dad-
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