Letter dated April 1978

Tanscribed: November 16, 2004 by Paul Campanis

This appears to be Joyce’s handwriting to go along with previous letter

Our grandfather William Grey was born in February 1828 just over the border in England where his father was working at the time.  He died in 1897 in Kenwood N.Y.  His claim to have been born in Edinburgh was, according to our Aunt Grace (his daughter), denied by his mother Frances Orange Grey after she came to America to live with him.  Both of his parents were born in Scotland, Melrose, and his father was William Grey also.  His mother was born in 1791 and died in 1883 in Kenwood, N.Y. and is buried in the William Grey lot in the Albany Rural Cemetary.  

Our grandfather married Mary Turner who was born in Carlisle just over the border in North England.  They sailed from England in the spring of 1851 with three young children.  In 1853 grandfather and family went West in a covered wagon and came back East to Connecticut as the family was unhappy there!  (due to woves and Indians) (The people who were to back him in starting a garden didn’t do so.  So he sent ???) He came to take charge of the Corning greenhouses and gardens in Kenwood sometime before 1860.  He had been trained at Kew Gardens London England.

They had 10 children in all.  They were in descending order: Benjamin, Walter, Grace (all born in England) William, Franklin, Joseph, Mary, Robert, George and William Franklin who died at birth and was buried in the same coffin with his mother in the Albany Rural Cemetary in 1868.  

After the death of our grandmother, grandfather married Maria Turner Nixon, his deceased wife’s neice.  After his death our step – grandmother married John White of Pittsfield, Mass.  She died in the early 1900rds and he married Uncle Ben’s daughter Dolly ??? Grey.

Of course, none of the 10 children are living today.

Benjamin at 16  ½ years fought in the army in the Civil War.  He married Harriet Oliver and had 3 sons and 3 daughters.  The boys died in infancy of Diptheria.  The girls: Mary (Dolly), Grace and Harriet were living when he died in 1903.  All are now deceased.  Grace Fitzgerald left one daughter Pauline(Polly) who married Carson Case and lives in Alexandria Bay, N.Y.   She writes at Christmas time.

(???????????? Writing in the margin is illegible, something about Indians???????)


Walter fought in the Navy in the Civil War and died in his twenties of  Yellow Fever in South America.

He and Dad went down to hunt orchids and he died, dad almost died. ???


Grace married Aaron Gleaseman. died in 1948, age 97.  Left one daughter Maria Grey Gleaseman  Who died in 1971 at age 94.  Our son david died in infancy.  


William died in infancy.


Franklin died in infancy


Joseph died in Canada (where he was employed at the Botanic Garden) in his middle twenties and is buried in the Albany Rural Cemetary.


Our mother Mary Married Fredrick Goldman in 1881.  Fredrick came to America from Kew Gardens, England in 1879 to work as an orchid grower at (age 8) the Corning Estate.  Mary died in 1949, Fredrick in 1943 (age 86).  They had 9 children.  They were in descending order: Mary (who died at 6 months), Esther, Marjorie, Winifred, Grace, Katherine, Joyce, Janet and Fredrick Jr. (Ted).  Janet and Joyce are the only ones living.


Robert married Hedda Nelson(?). died in 1948, leaving four daughters: Frances Orange (dec’d.), Hedda, Mable and Flora.

Marguerite.   Hedda Neilsdotter came out to N.Y. at age 18 to visit her brother John who had a coal, wood and ice business (6 trucks and 12 huge horses)


George married Elizabeth Klein and after her death married Mrs. Emily Long.  He died in 1929. no children.


The Grey name in America has died out as there were no sons who lived to carry on.


When Janet (75) and Joyce (78) are gone and one cousin Alfreda Goldring(75) (living in Coblesk  N.Y.).   The Goldring name will died too, except frou our brother Ted’s adopted son George Geoffrey Goldring who has two daughters, Leslie and Erika and lives in Essex Junction, VT.

