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Penns of Poling

Family Tradition

The Penn family, who lived in Poling, were thought (by my Mother’s family) to be well educated and of some social standing in the village. It was thought that the family lived at Bacon Lodge and that the property had been given to the Penns in recognition of services to the Duke of Norfolk. (He owned Arundel Castle and much of the surrounding lands.)

They also thought that they were related to William Penn who founded Pennsylvania.

My grandfather, Joseph John Penn, had been born at Wick, Lyminster, Sussex in 1889 but the family had moved to Tooting, London, when he was a child. Contact with most of the “Sussex Penns” was lost. The only one who kept in contact with my grandfather was his Aunt Annie who was an Anglican nun.

My mother thought that some estrangement had occurred and this is why Joseph Charles Penn had moved his family to London. It was traditionally thought that Joseph Charles was a “Black sheep” of the family but no one knew why he had that reputation. However, as both he and his wife Esther, lived near my grandparents in Mitcham, no doubt adult conversations and arguments led the children to form this opinion. 
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In the late 1950s, when living at Littlestone in Kent, my mother had a visit from “Aunt” Annie’s brother, Henry Albert Penn and his wife Doris.

I was only about 10 yrs old but remember the visit. They were returning to Canterbury, Kent after visiting the Penns in Sussex. It was from him that my mother learned of family living in Poling and of the tradition of a set of silver spoons that were passed down in the family and had been given to Henry’s son Michael. She thought they were engraved with a family crest. 

The photo shows:  adults l / r  Henry Albert Penn , Doris,  Elsie (Penn) OBrien

Children: l / r  Christine, Kathleen, Anthony, Kevin, Sheila OBrien circa 1958 Littlestone, Kent

Strangely enough Mum did not keep in contact with Henry. All she could remember was that Henry’s son Michael was a teacher in Canterbury. She was annoyed with herself. She hoped I might be able to find information about them, when I started to research the family history.
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It must have been just after Henry’s visit that I remember my father taking my grandfather Joseph John Penn to see Aunt Annie. I think it must have been when she was still in Sussex, before she moved to Wingham in Kent. I know I was the only one of the family to go and it was a long journey!

Joseph John Penn and Annie Penn

Abt 1959 photo taken by my father Edward OBrien.
Year 2000 Family  Research begins

Early retirement from teaching gave me the opportunity to start collating family research done by others and checking family “legends”.

As I had been responsible for computers in school, I decided to put everything into a specialised family tree software program and use the internet to search for more information. Accessing actual records was going to be difficult from Guernsey!

My mother, Elsie, had some information from her niece, Marjorie, which had been done at the West Sussex Records Centre in the 1970s.

Mum’s sister, Dora, had obtained family certificates when Grandad Penn died.  She loaned these to me to check. Also, her son Bob had drawn up a tree based on this research, which he kindly shared with me.

When I began my research, there was very little UK information available on the internet. The best site was the Latter Day Saints (Mormon) Church which had microfilmed many church registers. They also started making the 1881 UK census available on CD.

It was when I began to search the UK 1881 Census returns that I realised that Bacon Lodge was, in fact, Bacon Hall. Three children of Charles Penn and Sarah Chatfield occupied the property at that time. This was a fortunate discovery because nearly all other Census’ I have searched do not name most of the Poling properties!

In the meantime, a chance search on the Internet for Penn+Poling, led me to a message on a Chatfield website from a Sarah Beynon (Penn), who knew her ancestor was Charles Penn and who, she thought, had married a Sarah Chatfield. 

It turned out she was the granddaughter of Henry Albert Penn, who had visited us at Littlestone! She had been told that no one knew where Joseph Charles Penn and family had gone. She was able to tell me the spoons were not a matching set and just had the letter P engraved on them and had been passed on to her brother, William Penn. She lives in York and we met up in 1993.

She put me in touch with Alan Folly, who is a cousin of my mother. He, and his son Martin, had done a lot of research on the Sussex family. They were generous in sharing their research with me. We now collaborate.

It is true to say that, through this shared information, and the increase of information on the Internet, the exchange of research between more distant family members, is increasing rapidly.

Not only have I found Henry Albert’s family but also, following a visit to Poling in May 2004, I now have contact with Penns still living in the Poling area.

Through the Sussex Family History Group website, I have made contact with Catherine Paul, who is descended from Richard Penn of Angmering, a brother of Charles Penn’s father, William. In addition I had made contact with a Justin Penn who had information to share.

Also, there are at least two other branches of the family in Australia, as well as my sister Kate in Adelaide. One branch of the Poling Penns lives in Adelaide. (I can’t think of a weirder coincidence than that.) The other branch in New South Wales.

It is to all the “Penn” relations that I dedicate this research and hope that they find it as intriguing as I do.

Poling Visit May 2004

I don’t think I can begin the factual records about Bacon Hall without an account of the visit to Poling in May 2004.

Initial research on the internet had yielded the information that Poling was a small village about 2 miles from Arundel, Sussex. It is a no through road. The end of the street is an old Roman road leading to Lyminster to the west (now a trackway across some fields) and to Angmering to the east (now a footpath).

Map of Poling, Sussex
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There is no village pub or shop and only one guesthouse.

Fortunately the guest-house is run by Tony Mercer, the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

I thought he might be able to direct me to someone who remembered the Penns. 

Sydney Penn, the last occupant of Bacon Hall, that I had details on, died in 1975. 

An internet entry had him as one of the local characters, a carpenter and wheelwright, who had made his own coffin and kept it under his bed! Also that some of his tools were in Arundel Museum.

When my husband Len and I arrived on Tuesday afternoon, Tony Mercer said he understood we were there to do family history research. He mentioned that the garage, in front of the house, used to be a wheelwrights workshop.

I thought - too much of a co-incidence that it could be a Penn association. Anyway Tony didn't know to whom it had belonged. 

Later, talking with his wife, Jenny, she thought she had some old documents and was pretty sure the Penn name cropped up somewhere. - She would try and find them. 

I asked if there was still a Bacon Hall in the village, as that was a definite residence associated with the Penns. A big smile - yes- and they are good friends of the Shepherds, who live there. Would we like them to arrange a meeting as the Shepherds are interested in the history of the house and would be only too pleased to talk to us? A meeting was arranged for 5pm the next day! 

Wed morning, being fine, we decided to do the graveyards of Poling and Lyminster. I had taken maps and info on the Penn graves (from the SFHG CD) to make the search quicker. 

Found Sarah Beynon signature for last year in the visitors book in Poling church and added mine. We found Bacon Hall on our way to the end of the village. 

We were going to walk to Lyminster along the old Roman road across the fields to get photos of two Penn gravestones in Lyminster Churchyard for Alan.

We were passed by an elderly man on his bike, taking his dog for a walk and said good morning. 

A bit later he came towards us, on his way back. We greeted him again - giving him the opportunity to stop and talk if he wanted to. 

He asked where we came from etc and I mentioned about the Penns and Bacon Hall – a big grin from him - 

I knew Sydney Penn - I used to shave him once a week in his later years. 

and 

My brother married Gerald Penn's daughter, Stella !!! 

He then proceeded to tell us how Stella and family inherited Bacon Hall when Sydney died. 

He also said that the coffin Sydney had made for himself and in which he kept his groceries - and other things - was so worm eaten by the time he died that they couldn't use it. 

Also Sydney’s brothers Cecil and Nelson Penn used to live in the house next door (Thorn Tree Cottage) 

He also told us the garage at the guest-house used to be Sydney Penn's workshop!! 

What an encounter!  I had my notebook out and was frantically making notes. 

Found Ann (Treagus) Penn (wife of Joseph Chatfield Penn) gravestone in Lyminster churchyard also Alice and William Earnest Penn.

At 5pm we presented ourselves at Bacon Hall and met Norman and Val Shepherd. 

Norman found his deeds. They included the original sale of Bacon Hall in 1871 by the Duke of Norfolk to a George Lear.  We believe the Penns rented the property. He had most of the transactions but no definite purchase by the Penns. Though he did have record of a Stella Ayling selling the property in June 1978. 

He had tried to piece together the occupants so was very pleased that I could supply some details. We agreed that I would send him details of the occupants and between us we would draw up a resume of the property details. There were a lot of names which may be connected to family either Lear or Penn which I couldn't recognise.  

He also had a will for Jessie Penn (d.22 Jan 1971) - Stella Mary Ayling was executor. 

The Shepherds were really nice people. They took us all over the property and showed us where alterations had been made.

He is a retired dentist and his receptionist is now married to a friend of ours in Guernsey. (did I mention co-incidences? !!) His hobby is photography and he buys all his films from 7dayshop.com, which is owned and run by Len's nephew, Chris. 

We felt a bit guilty as we didn't leave until after 8pm! 

While there, Norman contacted someone else in the village. They couldn’t help with the Penn history but said that Stella Penn’s daughter, Theresa Kendal, was a bellringer at Lyminster church. I thought I would follow that up later.

The Mercers were very interested when we got back and told them our findings. Jenny still couldn't find their documents and was getting anxious to help before we left on Friday 

Thursday we did Shipley and found the Penn graves (Joseph Chatfield Penn and others). 

Also did Warminghurst Church and Blue Idol Guest House (Wm Penn –Pennsylvania, for interest only as our Penns are not descended from him.) 

Friday went to Arundel. The castle was not open til midday so visited cathedral (completed 1873). Then went to the museum and managed to get photos of wheelwrights tools. Unfortunately it doesn't say they are Sydney's. 

When we got back to the guesthouse after a super Chinese meal in Arundel, Tony greeted me with a pile of documents and said you are in for a late night! 

He had found all the deeds of the property!

It took me until midnight to go through everything and make transcripts and notes. 

The wheelwright’s workshop was originally a Chatfield property. 

Fortunately I had taken my laptop, so was able to check with the family tree, that there was a family connection. The Robert Chatfield, named on the first document, was brother to Sarah, who married Charles Penn.

The amazing thing is I don’t think I could have found this information anywhere else. - What coincidences!

What is nice is that I have been able to share all my discoveries with the present owners who now have a comprehensive history of their homes and occupants.

When I got back home, an email to Poling Church, led to contact with Theresa Kendal’s sister, Sylvia Hartigan. She was pleased to hear from other Penns. I duly sent her details of immediate relations. The next day they had a family funeral. (Sister of the man we met on the way to Lyminster!)

Sylvia took the family tree with her. Her Uncle remembered meeting us and now they are adding information to our research.

In the meantime, another cousin had got in touch. 

Mum’s elder sister, Win, had died in June and her granddaughter Shirley Smith, had inherited her documents. A message through “genes reunited” did the trick and we are sharing information

She had contacted the Angmering Society, through their website, and Neil Rogers Davies, the webmaster, knows an Edwin Penn still living in Angmering. 

Edwin is in our family tree. (It turns out he is the father of Justin Penn mentioned earlier!)
Neil expressed an interest in the Penns especially when he realised we were connected to Angmering Penns. It appears there was close connection between the villages.

Neil writes

Angmering and Poling have a far closer relationship than other adjoining parishes (say Angmering/Patching or Angmering/Ferring). There are two reasons for this. Firstly, the churches. Historically, Poling church was subordinate to Angmering’s and the Rector of Angmering appointed the Vicar of Poling. Secondly, the geography. To the west of Poling were the floodplains of the Arun and an inlet of the sea once came right up to Angmering’s Roman Villa (yards from the Poling boundary). This meant very marshy conditions that hampered communications to the west towards Arundel – these problems were also referenced in the Tompkins Diaries. The farms of Angmering and Poling blurred near the parish boundaries.

We therefore see a greater proportion of marriages between Angmering and Poling people than from other parishes. I also suspect that when Poling was without a Vicar, Poling couples married in St Margaret’s, Angmering. Angmering was also considered a town a couple of hundred years ago and the location for the annual district hiring fair which had gone by 1840, largely due to the Agricultural Revolution.

Neil’s brother lives in Guernsey! 

He had already booked a holiday and was coming over 2 weeks after we made contact.

Suffice it to say we met and the Penn research is due to go on the Angmering Society website at some time.

Also, in September, Alan Folly had paid a quick visit to Poling and found the following in the church booklet

“S. Penn presented the font cover to the Church in 1946 "to mark the 270 year association of his family with the Church". 

Presumably, this is Sydney Penn of Bacon Hall, and indicates that Penns and/or Penn relations were in the village as far back as 1676. Our research has not gone that far back yet. Whether the family association relates to the Penns, or to the Chatfields, with whom they inter-married remains to be established.
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Bacon Hall, Poling, Sussex

Home of the Penn Family c 1871 – 1976

Bacon Hall is situated on the west side of Poling Street on the north side of the Roman road leading towards Lyminster (formerly spelled Leominster).

The origins of the house name are obscure. There was a Bacon family residing in the village. However the present owners are of the opinion that the chimney in the house was used for smoking meat. 

It has an unusually large inglenook fireplace. In the upper room (now an ensuite bathroom) there is the large access door into the chimney for placing joints to be smoked. – probably pork for bacon! Hence the name Bacon Hall.
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The earliest Penns I have found that could be occupying Bacon Hall are Charles Penn and wife Sarah Chatfield in 1841. 

The house was originally semi-detached and had a thatched roof which extended below  window height each side. It is probable that the smaller section was occupied in 1881 by Mary Penn, aunt to Samuel Nelson Penn, who would probably have occupied the larger side with his family. In earlier times by Absalom Chatfield and housekeeper, Ann Sowter.
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The house had an extension built at the back in the 1800s. A self- contained unit, it is called “The Priest’s House”. It is interesting in having an arched window on the upper floor.  

No one knows whether this room was used for meetings/services, or which denomination used it. 

In 1901 a clergyman of Church of England was in occupation.

A medieval window has been exposed on the inner wall between Bacon Hall and the Priests house





Background information on terms used in the transactions.

Copyhold….. ancient term for occupancy of land/property, which forms part of a manor, held by a lord. Some areas of the manor were free holdings and the occupants had rights to pass judgements in the manor courts. 

Other areas of land of the manor were kept by the lord for his own use and the occupants had only rights of occupation of the premises. The lord retained rights of mining and the right to use any trees on the land. Originally such occupants were “Villeins” and were unable to move without the Lords permission.  Also they were required to provide a number of days service or work to the lord. In later days this became inconvenient for both parties and a system of rentes was paid. This varied between manors and explains the term “according to the custom of the manor”, which appears on some documents.

When the copyholder died or otherwise ceased occupancy, the Lord of the manor, on payment of a fine ((presumably to the crown) the old form of stamp duty!!) would grant a new copyhold and would name the terms.

Copyhold referred to the fact that the occupier held a copy of the record, which was written in the manor rolls.

These are probably held in Arundel Castle. Manorial rolls for Poling Manor are held at West Sussex Record Office.

Messuage…. Ancient legal term describing a property with a dwelling house, land and premises.

Enfranchisement….. term relating to the change of copyholding to a freehold and the rights of the named party to have rights of voting in the manor courts

The following details were obtained from the present owners of Bacon Hall, Norman and Val Shepherd, when I visited them in May 2004 and from research since, particularly on the Lear family.

1847

 Jeremiah Lear of Lyminster Court Place wills his freehold farm buildings and lands in Poling to his son John Lear. His freehold properties on the West side of Poling Street in his own occupation and his two freehold cottages plus all his copyhold properties are left to his son George. His daughter Mary (m Edward Blackmore) inherits an interest in some of the  property if certain conditions are not met by the named heirs.)

1841,1851, 1861 census appears bacon hall occupied by Charles and Sarah Penn.

1871 George Lear purchases Bacon Hall from the Duke of Norfolk for £2,750.00

It would appear that Bacon Hall was held as copyhold by Jeremiah Lear.

1871 UK Census 
1871 census has Charles Penn, widower, living at Property 7 with Children Agnes, Henry and Samuel Nelson. (the census count appears to commence at bottom of Poling Street  (Lyminster end) so property 7 could be at Bacon Hall.) Absalom Chatfield (brother of Sarah), wheelwright, occupies property 8 (2 Bacon Hall?) See 1881

1881 UK census

 Bacon Hall, named, is occupied by children of Charles Penn (d. 1876): Henry Penn, (joiner and moulder), Samuel Nelson Penn (carpenter) and Agnes Penn (housekeeper domestic)

Aunt, Mary Penn, (sister to Charles) of independent means, was living at 2 Bacon Hall.

1891 UK census

Unfortunately, the enumerator only numbered the properties - no names. The properties are counted from the main road to the Lyminster track so the numbering is opposite to 1871.

Samuel Nelson Penn and family were living between the vicarage and the end of the village in the Bacon Hall area. It seems probable that he was living at Bacon Hall. Both Henry and Agnes were married and living elsewhere.

1891 George Lear died

Property inherited - probably by eldest son John Jeremiah Lear - rents Bacon Hall to Penns? 

1901 UK census

Bacon Hall (named) occupied by Samuel Nelson Penn, wife Mary (Longhurst) and children Nelson, Jessie, Sydney, Cecil and Gerald. (Gerald was Stella Penn’s father)

Next household is a clergyman from Middlesex. (Priest’s house?)

Note on Priest’s House from Daughter of Stella (Penn) Ayling

The Curates House or Priests House my mother believes was built by Samuel Nelson Penn to house the Curate who resided at Poling. So must have been built by him before 1923.

 Who financed the building or if the curate paid rent I don't know or even how long he resided there. 

1903 John Jeremiah Lear dies – his son Lewis Upperton Lear and/or others inherit.

1905 Lear family / trustees sell Bacon Hall to ……. Blackmore  
Margaret Elizabeth Blackmore spinster Cottesmoore, Burleigh, Hants

And John Edward Blackmore Brockenhurst were involved in the transaction.  

These Blackmoores are children of Mary Lear, sister of George, who bought Bacon Hall in 1871

1923 Samuel Nelson Penn dies. Wife Mary dies 1934.

I have a note of 1942 John Edward Blackmore but no details! It could be a death date. Maybe he or his trustees sold to Jessie Penn.(see below)

1943 Jessie Penn (daughter of Samuel) becomes owner. Note from Sylvia Hartigan Dec 2004

I have some good news I have found out when Jessie Penn bought Bacon Hall. My Auntie Marion came over yesterday afternoon laden with some interesting items. I now have in my possession a little red book which states in Jessie's own writing "I Jessie Penn Bought & Paid for Bacon Hall Poling Xmas 1943 for the sum of Two Hundred & Fifty Pounds £250.00". There are also some details about Rose Cottage. Haven't worked out all the writing yet but I will photo copy and post to you. 

1971 Jan 22  Jessie Penn, dies. In her will she leaves lifetime enjoyment of Bacon Hall to her brother Sydney. Then the property goes to her niece Stella and others.

Notes from Sylvia Hartigan (daughter of Stella (Penn) Ayling)

Bacon Hall was left to my mother by Jessie Penn not Sydney. He died intestate.
Apparently in the terms of her will, Sydney, who as you know outlived Jessie was to live there for his lifetime, then my mother would inherit a third, a third had to go to the Spastics Society and the other third was to be divided up amongst my mothers 5 children. 

By the 70's Bacon Hall had become sadly dilapidated. The thatched roof was falling in and the house needed a lot of money spending on it, which my mother didn't have. Also to own
it she would have had to buy out the Spastics Society and us her children. It was all going to cost too much money so sadly Bacon Hall had to be sold and so the Penn family connection with it ended. So I assume Sydney never owned Bacon Hall Jessie must have inherited it from her parents or bought it. Mum thinks that when her brother Nelson died he left his money to Jessie. 

I'm glad you had an interesting trip to Bacon Hall I haven't been in the house since it was sold in the 70's. I suspect some things remain the same but there would have been many changes. It used to be thatched and up until it was sold there was no electricity, and running water except in the bathroom.
All other water had to be pumped up from the well outside the back door.


Plus there were a load of old coffin boards kept in the old stables (Sydney was also the local undertaker) He was supposed to have made his own coffin many years ago but it had woodworm and fell to bits so when he died he was buried in a modern one.
1978 Stella Mary Ayling  sold Bacon Hall. -  to ? Nicholas Dockerill for redevelopment

The house was thatched.

 Nicholas’ plans to tile the roof were rejected. But soon after - a spark from a bonfire ignited the roof - enabling extensive renovation. The thatch was not replaced!

1980 June 2nd bought by Norman and Val Shepherd, present occupants. When Nicholas renovated he built an extension on the west side allowing a larger kitchen and lounge and also a landing and bathroom to the upper level. Previously the bedrooms were interconnecting. 

Next door to Bacon Hall is Thorn Tree Cottage. This was occupied by Cecil and Nelson Penn, Samuel’s brothers, sometime after the 1901 census.  Originally it was two cottages Rose Cottage and Thorntree Cottage. It is now one house. It has been sympathetically restored. The Shepherds were told it was once a shop, selling paraffin and sweets. This is so, as many census’ have the Collins family running a shop there. The house is still thatched and I include a picture because you can see the low thatch at the back of the house, similar to how Bacon Hall would have looked.


There is an inscription over the door, which looks original.

DUM SPIRO SPERO

(where there is life, there is hope)

I could quite happily adopt that motto whether it has any connection to the Penns or not!

The Wheelwright’s workshop at Medlar Cottage

The other building, associated with the Penns, is the wheelwright’s workshop at Medlar Cottage and The Willows.


As I mentioned earlier this was originally a Chatfield property. 

The earliest document (1871) has a Robert Chatfield, wheelwright, obtaining a deed of enfranchisement to obtain the freehold.

To follow the description of the family relationships you will need to look at the property transaction trees. Done separately as they are landscape view.

Robert was the brother of Sarah Chatfield who was married to Charles Penn. His Aunt was Mary Chatfield who married William Penn from Angmering, father to Charles. It is likely, but not proven conclusively, that Sarah’s father, Joseph Chatfield, brother to Mary, previously occupied the premises. In 1847, the will of Jeremiah Lear of Lyminster Court Place, father to George who bought Bacon Hall, names a Joseph Chatfield as one of his tenants.

The land on which Medlar Cottage now stands was known as Copped Hall

It was a copyhold messuage with wheelwright’s shop, garden and orchard.

The Medlar tree still stands in the back garden along with several apple trees which are probably original and still produce fruit.

(The above are Notes of Tony and Jenny Mercer, present occupants)

(In fact the area called Copped Hall included a field on the opposite side of the road. There is still a field there but I don’t know if it is named. See old map attached). 

It was an area about ¾ acre to the west of the road known as Poling Street, which is the site of the present properties, which is detailed in the transactions detailed below.

1871 Nov 30 Indenture

A Deed of enfranchisement and exchange between Trustees of, and the Duke of Norfolk and another and Robert Chatfield and another.

Robert Chatfield, wheelwright, rendered from an Indenture of settlement to 1st estate of freehold, to him and his heirs to bargain, sell, appoint and enfranchise an area approx. ½ acre, more or less, of an area called Copped Hall in the manor of Poling.

Originating from indentures 

30 & 31 May 1839

4 &5 May 1841

12 June 1846

29 Oct 1860

1 March 1867   (these may just relate to changes in names of trustees)

Robert Chatfield is now seized of an estate according to the custom of the manor.

Interest held by Martha Jane Lear (widow) of Drayton, Sussex. (She held mortgage for property for £100)

Martha Jane Lear was widow of John Lear of Lyminster Court Place and was sister-in-law to George Lear who got Bacon Hall in same year.

1890 Aug 14     Indenture

Indenture between Martha Jane Lear (widow) of Littlehampton and Charlotte Duly (widow) only daughter of Robert Chatfield.

(Robert Chatfield, who died 30 June 1890, by his will 8 June 1890 gave and bequeathed all his house, garden and shop to his only daughter Charlotte Duly of 69 Stamford St. Landport in the county of Southampton.) 

Charlotte paid off the mortgage and interest to Martha and she obtained freehold of the property from the trustees of the Arundel Estate.

The indenture was signed by

Edward George, Lord Howard,  / William Bernard,  Lord Petre,   /  Henry Valentine, Lord Stafford

1890 Aug 18

Charlotte Duly sold to Leopoldine Drake, wife of Charles James Drake, carpenter of Rustington, for £200, the messuage, shop, garden and orchard, bounded on one side by the road and on all other sides by land and premises belonging to George Lear. 

(Leopoldine Drake was Leopoldine Chatfield. She was 1st cousin once removed to Charlotte. Joseph Chatfield and Mary Scutt are her great grandparents.)

1896 Sept 26

Mrs Leopoldine Drake sold messuage, shop and premises to Upperton Lear, gentleman of Littlehampton for £250. The land bounded on the East by highway known as Poling St., and on all other sides by land and premises formerly belonging to the Late George Lear, and now his trustees, and on which heredements and premises were for many years in the occupation of the late Robert Chatfield and now of S             N              Penn  (Samuel Nelson Penn)

(Upperton Lear was younger brother of George Lear.)

1900 Upperton Lear dies.

1902 Sept 29

John Jeremiah Lear, (brother to Upperton,) purchased the messuage, shop and premises, occupied by Samuel Nelson Penn, for £250 from the executors and trustees of Upperton Lear
 1903 bet. Oct – Dec John Jeremiah Lear died

There is no documentation to say who inherited the property. –maybe his son Lewis Upperton Lear

1920 Jan 31

Lewis Upperton Lear (son of John Jeremiah Lear) of 26 Gt. Marlborough St., Regent St., London, gentleman, sold to Samuel Nelson Penn of Poling, carpenter, for £300 the area 57 on map and an area marked blue for the use of the purchaser in fee simple.

(I have marked the areas on the attached old map. The land area had not changed over the years. The building next to the workshop, presumably the house, appears much larger on the 1920 map)

1923 June 6

Mary Penn, widow, of Poling and representative of Samuel Nelson Penn, (who died 16 April 1923, intestate, and whose letters of administration were granted probate in Chichester, 4 May 1923,) sold shop land and premises to Sydney Penn of Poling (son) for £300.

1963 Aug 9

Sydney Penn of Bacon Hall, builder, sold to Hamlet Properties of 28 High St. Littlehampton, the piece or parcel of land coloured pink and blue on the indenture of 31 Jan 1902, between Lewis Upperton Lear and Samuel Nelson Penn, for £3650, to develop the site. The area was divided into 3 building plots. The wheelwright’s workshop is divided into 2 to provide garages for Medlar Cottage and The Willows.

Covenant on wheelwright’s shop - may not be used for any business but does not preclude use for garage for property.

The Lear family were land agents and solicitors. 

Jeremiah was customs collector at Arundel so had good contact with the Duke of Norfolk. His will shows he had land and property in Poling, Angmering, Lyminster and South Wales. 

Jeremiah’s eldest son, John, died in 1862 in France. He and Martha had one son, Francis, who died in 1859. 

Upperton Lear, solicitor, was founder member and secretary of Littlehampton Golf Club. The President was the Duke of Norfolk.
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Concluding Comments

As you can see from the attached articles even the smallest villages have a fascinating history.

As far as the Penns and Chatfield families are concerned it is clear that they played an important part in the village. Many were agricultural labourers and this is true of large numbers of the population before the 1850s, when harvest failures and growing industrialisation caused many to seek work in the new towns. 

However, several generations were carpenters and wheelwrights.

The position of wheelwright must have been of considerable importance at a time when horse drawn vehicles were the main source of transporting goods and people.

In 1780 a William Penn is recorded as Churchwarden. (not yet a proven relation)

It is not known what Joseph Chatfield’s occupation was a carpenter. 

His son Benjamin(e) (b 1730 Poling) is listed in 1751 as a wheeler (on the licence for his first marriage), and as wheelwright in 1763, (on licence for second marriage).

Benjamin’s son Joseph (b 1767 Poling) is recorded as a wheelwright, on baptism record of his son Robert (1814 Poling). 

Joseph’s son Robert (b 1814) became a wheelwright and purchased the workshop. He had only one child, Charlotte. He then trained his nephew Samuel Nelson Penn and grandson Robert Duly. In 1881 census he is recorded as employing two men.

In turn Samuel Nelson trained his youngest son Sydney to be a carpenter and wheelwright.

However, an opportunity to train as a wheelwright was also given to Joseph Charles Penn. He was the eldest son of Joseph Chatfield Penn, Charles’ eldest son and my great-grandfather.

Samuel’s eldest daughter, Mary, had married John Rose, a wheelwright, from Buckinghamshire. In 1881 Joseph Charles was living with them in Sherington, Bucks, and is recorded as a wheelwright’s apprentice (presumably to his Uncle).

I am not sure if he was destined to join the family business in Poling on completion of his apprenticeship or even if he completed his apprenticeship.

However, in 1883 he enlisted in the army at Chichester giving his age as 19 (he was 17). He joined the Kings Royal Rifle Corps and by May 1887 had been promoted to Pioneer
Sergeant. In January 1888 he was posted to Enniskillen in Ireland. In June 1889 he
was transferred to the Active Reserve at his own request, and was finally discharged 'Time Expired' in December 1894. (notes from Alan Folly who found his Army records).
In 1887 he married Esther Abbotts at Cheriton, Folkestone, Kent. Her father was an army sergeant. 

In the1891 census he was living at Wick, Lyminster and working as a carpenter. Esther was staying with her parents in Streatham, London. Joseph John Penn is recorded as age 1yr born Tooting. (However his birth certificate records birth as Wick, Lyminster!)

By 1901 Joseph and Esther had moved to Tooting, London.

Another ‘mistake’ was found in the 1901 census. Joseph John is still recorded as born Tooting and daughter Esther is incorrect. Alan writes  - You have included as one of Joseph Charles children 'Esther Penn' who, of course, is listed in the 1901 Census.   However, I am confident that there never was an 'Esther', and that it should have been 'Elsie' listed in the Census.  The point is that somehow Joseph Charles and Esther Mary never got round to registering Elsie's birth - which of course was breaking the law!    Apparently they were so terrified of being found out that they made a 'mistake' when filling in the Census form!   And according to Ivy, her daughter, it worried Elsie for the rest of her life.   If you care to check births for 1899, you won't find either Elsie or Esther, but I can personally vouch for Elsie Ruby's existence, as no doubt your Mum can! 

Maybe these incidents gave rise to the ‘Black sheep’ reputation!

The family tradition was continued with Joseph John becoming a carpenter.

My mother thought that contact with Sussex had ceased on the move to London. However some photos which have been passed to me recently prove otherwise. 

One of these photographs shows four generations of Joseph Penns, the eldest being Joseph Chatfield Penn. It was tradition (for 5 generations) for the eldest boy to be named Joseph. See photos.

Joseph Chatfield Penn died in 1929. My mother was born 1928. Maybe the association with visiting Sussex ended when Joseph Chatfield Penn died so she didn’t know them. 

However, Mum does remember a boat that Joseph John had built was launched at Littlehampton!

In 1864 Charles Penn is recorded as Parish Clerk (marriage certificate for Joseph Chatfield Penn and Ann Treagus) and again in 1867 (Kelly’s Directory of Sussex)

His eldest daughter Mary became a schoolteacher and moved to Buckinghamshire

His eldest son, Joseph Chatfield Penn and wife Ann (Treagus) Penn ran the Post Office at Lyminster. Joseph Chatfield Penn was also sexton, bellringer and choirmaster at Lyminster.

His second son Walter became a schoolmaster and moved to Hampshire. His son Walter Charles became a chorister at Salisbury Cathedral and later a Schoolmaster

Albert Penn became a grocer and moved to Birmingham (1871 census)

Robert was a servant at Brookfield in Lyminster (1871)

Samuel Nelson became a self-employed carpenter and wheelwright and in 1915 is recorded as Parish Clerk. (Kelly’s directory).

All this throws up as many questions as answers. 

Charles’ children were obviously educated but why and by whom?

The younger children are recorded at Poling School

One interesting fact I have discovered is that Benjamin Chatfield (grandfather to Robert and Sarah) and also grandfather to Charles Penn was married first to Elizabeth Storey. She was a widow, previously married to Henry Blaxton of Arundel. She was also the daughter of John Storey who had been Vicar of Poling.

When Benjamin married a second time he signed but Amy Field made her mark.

Maybe it was the Chatfield side of the family that were lettered and both Mary and Sarah educated their families.

Sylvia Hartigan writes

Incidentally I have a book from Bacon Hall which originally belonged to a William Chatfield
in 1823. In it he has written a little note which says:  

 Wllm Chatfield Nov 26 1823 

Steal not this book my honest friend

for fear the gallows be your end

for if you do the Lord will say

ware is the book you stole away.


The book is the Practical Measurer of Tradesman and Wood Merchant's Assistant.


He was Sarah’s brother and would have been 27yrs old at that time.

This is only a pause in a fascinating journey. One has to draw a line somewhere. I am anticipating the arrival of the 1861 Sussex census CD any day. But if I wait any longer the booklet won’t be out in time to post for Christmas.

A further instalment may appear when I get more information.

As it is – this is where we came from - I hope you have enjoyed the journey.



If anyone has additional information, photographs or comments I welcome them.

Sheila Bretel November 2004
Miscellaneous information on Poling village

There is a Millennium Map of Poling available. It shows Poling as now but highlights buildings of note including Bacon Hall.

The artwork was done by Valerie Shepherd of Bacon Hall. It is poster size.

Copies are available from

Kim Leslie
West Sussex Records Office,
County Hall,
Chichester,
PO19 1RN
+44(0)1243 753600 
or e-mail Kim.Leslie@westsussex.gov.uk.



From the internet:

	PRIVATE
Poling

	A resident in an interview is reputed to have said in 1977 that 'Poling was the best place in the world to live'.

And the village can boast that several characters remained there for all of their lives. Among these was Sid Penn who was the wheelwright and carpenter as well as being the village undertaker. It is said the he even made his own coffin and kept his groceries in it! Another tale goes on to say that he buried the family treasure in the garden when the village was bombed during the war. A selection of Penn's tools are kept in the Museum at Arundel.

The village is renowned to have one of the most persistent ghost stories in the county! During the 12th century the Knights Hospitallers of St John of Jerusalem founded a commandery there, parts of the building is now built into a house known as Fairplace Farm or St John's Priory and legend has it that many of the knights were interred in a vault that is in the grounds.

A few people recount hearing the same Gregorian chant that concludes with the Gloria Patri, on different occasions. Others have said it was like a procession that was approaching and someone even wrote down the music, which was later identified as plainsong for a requiem service. Another report is that it was the Psalm 79 in Latin, part of vespers of the medieval community.



Observation from Norman Shepherd.

There is so much old metal buried in the garden that looking for “treasure” would be like looking for a needle in a haystack without a metal detector!

Historical Survey of Poling      article provided by Neil Rogers Davies (Angmering Society)
This article is one in a series of historical and archaeological reprints from past Newsletters of the Society which we publish periodically. It was written by the late Elizabeth Young and was first published in our Autumn 19 77 Newsletter. 

Poling village, though close to Angmering, seems very remote. At one time the village clustered about the Church but the necessities of modem life have drawn most of it northward, leaving little but a farm to mother the small sanctuary of St. Nicholas. 

According to the late Philip Mainwaring Johnston, in his article published in the Sussex Archaeological Records (Volume LX), Poling was inhabited from prehistoric times and intermittently covered by the sea. It was a lake-village over two thousand years ago, whose inhabitants lived in huts raised up on piles which were driven into the deep black mud. 

The name Palinges in 1199 probably meant people, or dwellers, by the pal or stake, referring to a palisade; the late preservation of the letter "a" is noteworthy. 

The situation of the Church is quaint, approached mainly by paths and stiles which appear to be in somebody's back garden or a farm-yard. An ancient footpath leads from the Churchyard to Angmering (Poling was held in plurality with Angmering). 

Those ancient inhabitants would use dug-out canoes such as were recovered from the Arun at South Stoke; they would live on fish and abundant wild fowl. Poling Decoy for wild duck is doubtless a relic of those far off days when this swampy littoral swarmed with bird life. 

A British gold coin of Cunobeline was dug up in the garden of a farmhouse near the Church in 1816. The obverse was without any device; the reverse bore the usual rude imitation of the Greek chariot horse. In 1819, just outside the Parish boundary to the south-east, was uncovered the foundations of one of the numerous Roman Villas (usually called the "Angmering Villa") that seem to have been planted at almost regular intervals along the sea-coast. It is likely that the small stream or "rife" that forms the S.E. boundary (a tributary of the Arun) was sufficiently navigable to afford water carriage of materials. Bricks and tiles were made in the district continuously from Roman times. Certainly water communication was possible to the very walls of Poling Church; Caen hard white limestone and Quarr Abbey stone went into the building of the original Saxon Church, relics of which are still seen in the present building. 

A noticeable characteristic of the area today is the deeply sunk level of the lanes against the height of the adjoining fields, which indicates an old inhabited country 

Poling was not mentioned in the Doomsday Book under that name, but probably included in Lolinminster in the hundred of Ricberge or Risberge. It had an annual fair, strange as that may seem today, and the memory is preserved in the name of Fair - place. 

From The History of St John Ambulance
Poling
This became the main Hospitaller commandery in Sussex after a twelfth century grant. 

In 1338 there was a house with garden and dovecote, 47 acres of land, 54 acres of pasture, 16 acres of meadow, and other holdings in Offham, Combe, Ockling, Midhurst, Upmardon, Icklesham, and Rumbalds Wyke. The household consisted of the preceptor or commander, another Knight of St. John, a chaplain, a key-keeper and a cook, two grooms and two clerics for collecting the voluntary contributions. The house also had to cater for hospitality to visitors and travellers. 

Part of the Hospitallers' house at Poling still exists, with their chapel attached to it.

(It is known as St John’s Priory)

Poling Radar Station

Copyright Valerie Martin 2001. 
Part printed in Findon News 2001
(Findon village website)

By the beginning of the Battle of Britain, the Luftwaffe had 2,800 aircraft stationed in France, Belgium, Holland and Norway. This force outnumbered the RAF four to one. However, we had an advantage — we were nearer our airfields. German fighters could only stay over England for about half an hour before flying back to their home bases. 
Vital to the Royal Air Force planes defending Britain during those critical early days was a mysterious but highly visible set of giant rotating antennae at Poling, just south of the A27 road between Worthing and Arundel. About forty such installations, shrouded in mystery, had been built around the south and east coasts of England and were to play a vital part in the defeat of the German Air Force. Although their purpose was supposed to be of the topmost secrecy, rumour in Findon convinced many local residents that the pylons emitted a death ray that could "frizzle" any enemy aircraft and destroy it. The considerable speculation continued. In fact, the installation was one of Britain's first radar stations and when in 1940 the local people were let into the secret, the newspapers christened it "radio-location". 
The truth is that during the Battle of Britain, Poling was one of the premier radar stations on the south coast plotting high flying enemy aircraft. The Pylons of the Royal Air Force Station (three x 360 ft. and four x 240 ft.) literally dominated the lie of the Sussex downland immediately to the rear of the Technical Site.
On the 18th August 1940 it was heavily attacked by the German Air Force. The Technical Site was badly damaged and the station was non-operational for a week until repairs could be carried out. Some of the enemy bombs in the raid fell on the civilian population of Poling. Signs of this attack were still visible until the 1950s on the Technical Site.
Poling Station was a vital link in the chain during the war and played a part in guarding our shores and reporting of enemy aircraft movements over the English Channel. It had a staff of about one hundred officers (men and women). Nearby woods were used as living accommodation for the personnel from Poling and Truleigh Hill further along the coast. 
(The Operation Block at Truleigh Hill was completely destroyed by fire in September 1946 and a court of enquiry was held). 
After hostilities had ceased, Poling was one of only a few of the stations kept operation and was not shut down until long after the war.
At the closing of the Radar Station at nearby Poling at the end of the Second World War, the Royal Air Force presented the church with an ensign which was hung in the south aisle. Rather amazingly, the ensign disappeared in April 1982 (stolen). The Royal Air Force subsequently repaired the loss.

Owie Ayling, who we met by chance, taking his dog for a walk, lives in one of the Radar Cottages which were built to house staff at the station.


�








�





�





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











�








St Nicholas Church


Poling





Saxon/ Norman Font


Poling Church
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“S. Penn presented the font cover to the Church in 1946 "to mark the 270 year association of his family with the Church". 





Photographs ( Martin Snow





Bacon Hall


Poling
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The small ground floor window is where the old doorway was.  You can see the newer brickwork where it has been filled in
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Bacon Hall


Showing Priest’s house extension.


 The line of original thatched roof can be seen





The Priest’s House


Has its own entrance porch and arched window
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Research compiled by Sheila Bretel 2004





1878 Map of Poling


showing properties





Wheelwright’s workshop
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Bacon Hall
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The font cover
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Poem reproduced from the map of Poling





4 generations Joseph Penns





Joseph Charles  gt g/father





Joseph James Reginald       Joseph John


(Father)                               (grandfather)





Joseph (baby)








Joseph Charles and sister Ethel





Joseph Charles and wife Esther Abbotts





4 generations of Joseph Penns


Joseph Charles Penn


Sister Annie


Son Joseph John Penn


Grandson Joseph James Reginald Penn


Father Joseph Chatfield Penn


Taken at Shipley
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Joseph Charles Penn Family Photos
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